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Hi, our names are Marcia and Mark. We appreciate the decision and choices you are 

facing right now, and we empathize with the complex emotions you are feeling. Since 

we first discussed the possibility of starting a family, it has always felt right for us to 

adopt, and we knew that is how we would build our family.  Our dream came true in 

the spring of 2021 when we received a phone call that a baby boy was available for 

adoption.  The next day, we met our beautiful son, Michael, and we have experienced 

endless joy since then.  We want to grow our family and give Michael the opportunity 

to be the wonderful big brother we know he will be. 

 

We are a loving couple with a strong marriage. We come from different backgrounds, 

and we had our own life experiences before we met.  Yet, we fell in love because we 

have strong shared values: Love above all things, a commitment to equality, a belief in 

fighting for justice, working in education, and caring for our neighbors. We hope to be 

able to raise children in a way that encourages them to thrive and respect who they 

are as individuals, while instilling compassion, and respect for others. 
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We met in the summer of 2006, when Marcia was completing her 

schooling and Mark was about to return to school to pursue a new ca-

reer. We were introduced through a mutual friend, who Marcia had 

known in high school and Mark had known in college, who thought we 

would hit it off.  She was absolutely right; and the day after we met, we 

went on our first date. Our dear friend ended up giving a speech at our 

wedding less than a year later. We fell in love and married faster than 

most people do these days, and we are grateful that we use our experi-

ences to love and care for our son Michael.   
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While we come from different backgrounds, 

we are united by our values. Marcia was 

raised in an immigrant family with a strong 

Catholic faith, and attended Catholic schools 

for grade school and high school.  Both of us 

went to college. Mark attended public 

schools in the suburbs and was raised in an 

interfaith marriage between his Catholic fa-

ther and Jewish mother, who were also unit-

ed by their shared love and values. Marcia’s 

upbringing taught her the importance of so-

cial justice and finding a way to make a dif-

ference in the world. Mark learned growing 

up to accept people from all walks of life 

and to have empathy for all. 

 

In our careers, we’re dedicated to working 

with and educating young people, and try-

ing to make a positive impact in peoples’ 

lives. While this is important and often seri-

ous work, we also believe this helps keep us 

both young at heart. We have a good sense 

of humor and our inside jokes can lift our 

spirits on the roughest days. While we enjoy 

ourselves at a museum or a dinner party, we 

have even more fun staying in and playing 

games, going for a bike ride, or visiting pan-

das at the zoo. 

 

Lifestyle & Religion 

Mark and Marcia enjoy hiking in nearby state parks  

Mark loves taking Michael to the zoo.  
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In Marcia’s family and culture, it is com-

mon for a family member to take care of 

children from the community or extended 

family for a period of time. Marcia’s older 

siblings were cared for in Haiti by aunts 

and uncles when they were young. When 

Marcia was a child, her family regularly 

opened the door to second cousins and 

close family friends who were transition-

ing to life in the United States or needed 

extra support. In Mark’s mother’s family, 

there was also a strong tradition of 

providing resources and shelter to those 

in need, and Mark has a cousin who was 

adopted and formed a strong bond with 

her family. Additionally, through Mark’s 

work, he often provides support 

to adopted teenagers and their 

families.  Since adopting our son 

Michael become friends with other adopt-

ed families.  

 

About Adoption in the Family 

 

 

Michael with his Aunt Genevieve  
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Michael is a sweet, kind, and playful child. 

At 18 months old, he already has many 

friends at the playground, and we know 

that he will be a sensitive and loving older 

brother.  We like to make sure Michael 

laughs everyday by telling him silly stories, 

listening to music as a family, and encour-

aging Michael’s love of dancing. Now that 

we are parents to Michael, we are introduc-

ing him to our traditions, including carving 

pumpkins for Halloween and visiting Miami 

for the Christmas holiday.  We love to trav-

el, and Michael has proven himself to be 

great on airplanes and on road trips.  We 

have had so much fun taking Michael to 

Philadelphia, New York City, and our 

hometown, Chicago, and as our family 

grows and gets older, we hope to introduce 

our children to our favorite places, includ-

ing California, as well as international desti-

nations like Belgium, Italy, and Costa Rica. 

 

Our son, Michael 

 

 

Michael trying out his first bike! 

Mark meeting Michael for the first time.  
Michael is always gentle with babies. 



7 

We love introducing Michael to our family traditions, and we can’t wait until he 

brings new ones to us.  Marcia loves cooking a big Thanksgiving dinner every year, 

and we are taking Michael on his first trip to Miami for Christmas.  Every place we 

travel, we buy a Christmas ornament for our tree, and we have special ones to cele-

brate Michael coming into our lives.  For our birthdays, we like to get matching pa-

jamas and enjoy a homemade breakfast at home. 

Celebrations 

Our first Halloween with Michael!  Michael’s first Thanksgiving dinner.  

Matching PJs to celebrate Michael’s 
first Christmas.  
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Marcia is comfortable in every environment. 

She finds a way to relate to and connect with 

people from all walks of life. Marcia is brilliant 

yet humble, assertive yet compassionate, so-

phisticated yet laid back. I attribute many of 

Marcia’s qualities to her mother.  Marcia is 

from Chicago; the youngest child of a large 

family from Haiti. Her mother worked tireless-

ly as a nurses’ aide and worked two or three 

jobs. Even though her family didn’t have very 

much money, her mother worked to ensure 

Marcia was well-educated and had many op-

portunities. Marcia has enjoyed success, but 

she has never forgotten where she came from. 

As an educator, she prioritizes students from 

underprivileged backgrounds. Marcia is 

strong, determined, and motivated, while also 

compassionate, nurturing, and seeing the best 

in everyone. Marcia is an incredible mother to 

our son, and she is loving, patient and sweet 

with him no matter the situation. 

Mark is incredibly sweet, and on our first 

date, he talked about why he liked being a 

teacher, but he wanted to find a way to better 

address the reasons why his students strug-

gled academically. He decided to become a 

counselor to help children deal with the emo-

tional issues that school wasn’t designed to 

really help. Mark often is looking out for the 

person who is bullied or hurt, and he is deep-

ly loyal to the people he loves. Mark has 

helped me embrace the silliness and joy of 

life.  Mark brings this beautiful combination 

of being attentive to feelings and his sense of 

wonder and playfulness to our family, while 

also setting a good example on how to be re-

sponsible and respectful in the world.  Mark 

is an amazing dad.  Nothing makes him hap-

pier than when he is reading Michael books 

or simply cuddling with him on the sofa. 

About Marcia — by Mark About Mark — by Marcia 

About Us 
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Extended Family 
We often travel to visit with family, and they stay with us in our home. We both grew up 

in the Chicago area, so we travel there often to see family and friends. Marcia has two 

older siblings with whom she is close, along with a niece and nephew.  Marcia has doz-

ens of older cousins, and most of them have children, and some even have grandchil-

dren. When our family gets together, there are many generations in one room. Mark has 

a twin sister and older brother who we see when we are traveling, and during the pan-

demic, we hung out with them virtually to play games. Our parents love being grandpar-

ents and are eager to spend a lot of time with us as we expand our family.  We consider 

our friends as family, and they were supportive while we waited for an adoption place-

ment and when we brought Michael home. 

Mark and his dad in our new home  

Michael and his grandma  
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Mark’s sister and father with Michael.  

Mark and Marcia celebrating her cousin’s wedding with family in Boston.  

Marcia’s brother, sister-in-law, nephew and 
Michael hanging out.  

Marcia with Mark’s parent’s Fred and 
Elaine on a visit to D.C.  

Marcia’s mom visiting in the winter and taking a selfie 

in front of the White House Christmas tree.  
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We moved into our dream house in 2020, and we chose it because of its family-friendly 

spaces and neighborhood. Our lower level has a play area for Michael, and when he and 

his future sibling grow up, we can’t wait to host family movie nights there.  Michael’s 

bedroom is filled with books and toys from our family and friends, and we are lucky to 

have two guest bedrooms so that grandparents and best friends can visit for holidays and 

long weekends.  Our neighborhood is diverse, and we already have a list of our favorite 

neighborhood parks, including one right across the street from our house. There is a newly 

renovated public school a five-minute walk from us.  Our best friends live close by, and it 

feels great to have found a great place to raise a family.  

Home & Neighborhood 

One of the parks in our neighborhood  

 

A view of our house from the park across the street  

Our new home in Washington DC  
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Michael’s nursery is filled with animals!  

This room will be transformed into the 

second child’s room  

Our upstairs den  

Our eat-in kitchen  
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Closing 
Thank you for taking some time to learn about our family.  We know that you 

are in the process of making a difficult and important decision.  If you choose 

us as your match, you can feel confident that we will always do our best to 

make your child feel safe, loved, and encouraged.  We have found infinite joy 

in parenting, and we know that we are fortunate to have the resources to 

provide stability and security to our family.  Since becoming Michael’s par-

ents, we have grown deeper in love and respect for each other, we have found 

deeper connections with our loved ones, and we are able to see the world 

with brand new eyes.   


