DAN & ELIJAH
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Hi!
Thank you for considering us as prospective parents.
We know that this process may be challenging for you,
but we want you to get to know us a bit and see how
we cherish the opportunity to become parents.
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We met in 2010 when a mutual friend brought Dan along to an outing Elijah had planned.
Though neither of us was especially into opera, Elijah thought sitting in the outfield at the
Washington Nationals baseball stadium to watch an opera on the jumbotron would be a fun
change of pace. At the time we were both seeing different people but we became fast
friends. Over the next few years we got to know each other better and in 2013 Elijah invited
Dan to join a local kickball team with him. Over the course of the season our romance
blossomed. We like to think our relationship officially began on the 4th of July 2013, and we
got engaged on the 4th in 2015. We got married in 2017 and the rest, as they say, is history.
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Our Lifestyle
On a typical weeknight, you'll find us
curled up on the couch in front of the
TV. Sometimes agreeing on what show
or movie to watch can be a challenge,
but we eventually choose something
together.

Out on the Potomac in a rented boat

We both really like boats and being on
the water. We've toured a few old ships
on our travels, honeymooned on a
sailboat, and recently got our boating
license so we can rent boats to sail
around D.C.!
We're very social folks and love to throw
a huge Halloween party. Each year we
choose a theme and everyone,
including our dog Benson, helps to bring
the concept to life.

Halloween!

Elijah has been volunteering at a youth
summer camp since he was 16 yearsold and continues to do so for a week
each summer. His camp family and the
love they continue to bring each
summer is very important to him.

Elijah with his campers
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We both love to travel. Dan spent part of his college years studying in South Africa and
Elijah spent three years in Germany while he was in the Air Force. Together we have taken a
number of trips across the country, including to California and Colorado, to Texas to see
Elijah's family and Connecticut to see Dan's. Also a few international trips to Mexico and
several countries in Europe. Dan likes to get away to a secluded cabin with a beautiful view
and great hiking while Elijah prefers exploring the urban culture of a new city. What that
means is we're willing to go pretty much anywhere but we also look forward to being at
home with our new son or daughter.

Hiking in Deep Creek Maryland

Out on a winter walk

Our honeymoon in Greece
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About Elijah — by Dan
Elijah who works in information
technology at the U.S. State
Department, is a free spirit who has
always marched to the beat of his own
drum. He's smart, creative, loves
surprises, and knows how to turn an
ordinary day into something special. His
love of life is contagious. He cares
deeply about his family and friends, and
has a great sense for people. Friends
and family alike often turn to him for
advice. Without need for a special
occasion, he'll get a gift for a friend
because he saw something that made
him think of them. Elijah will make a
wonderful, loving father.

About Dan — by Elijah
Daniel is one of the hardest workers
you're likely to ever meet. He works as
a policy advisor in the US Senate, and
llikes to thin beyond how the world is, to
how it should be. He prides himself on
his endless pursuit of doing the very
best job he can whatever the task. The
non-work side of Daniel is full of
emotion and love for his family and his
friends. Ever the bleeding heart, Daniel
is always the one bending over
backwards to make sure everyone feels
included and welcome. Daniel is smart,
loving, caring, sensitive, energetic,
compassionate, loyal, fun, and is going
to make an amazing father!
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We have a 7-year-old whippet named Benson. He is the fastest
but laziest dog you'll ever meet and we love it that way!
Benson's idea of a great day is running outside for 5 minutes
then returning to his bed prepositioned in the sunlight. Benson
loves children and is always gentle.
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Extended Family

Elijah grew up in Houston, Texas with his mom and two siblings. His mother and one sibling
now lives in Baltimore, and his older sibling, her husband, and our niece continue to live in
Houston.
Dan grew up in a loving family of four with two parents and an older brother. His parents
still live in Connecticut in the house he grew up in and his brother lives out in Seattle.
Though we're scattered across the country, we're always on the phone sharing the latest on
what's going on in our lives.
Both of our families are very important to us. Dan's family travels frequently to see us in
D.C. and we make trips up to Connecticut to see his grandma and his parents a few times
a year. Part of Elijah's family lives in Maryland which makes it easy to see them often and
the rest live in Houston, but we all communicate often virtually and get together at least a
few times a year. With our home city being somewhat of a destination, it's been really nice
over the years to bring the two families together.

Our happy family gathered for our wedding

#

Out to dinner for the holidays with our families

Dan with his parents, brother, aunt and uncle in Connecticut for Thanksgiving

The biannual Boss family reunion
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Friends

Having lived in D.C. for over 10 years now, our network of friends has grown and matured
to something we really cherish. The men and women that make up our group come from
almost every corner of the country and from all over the world. Due to the nature of the city,
many of our friends work in government and politics, or are scientists, lawyers, artists, or
analysts. Almost every weekend we are out and about with friends having dinners,
lounging around the park, or traveling around the region.

Close friends celebrating our wedding with us

Close friends enjoying brunch
Braves!
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Home & Neighborhood
We live in Washington, D.C. in a two bedroom top floor condo with 19 windows and both
absolutely love it! Between the two of us, we've lived in all four quadrants of DC before
settling down almost exactly in the center of the city. We are within walking distance of the
National Mall, the Capital and White House, and some of the best museums our amazing
country has to offer. In addition, we love that we are footsteps away from a number of large
parks and playgrounds, schools, pools, restaurants and stores. We've both lived in the city
for over 10 years now and it has been very good to us. DC is the family-friendly, safe,
accessible, diverse place we both adore.

Our condo building. We’re on the top floor to the right.
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Our kitchen

Our living and dining area

A bedroom we will turn into a nursery

Our living and dining area
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Our Future
Thank you for choosing to read our profile and gain a glimpse into our lives. We are
humbled by the opportunity to become fathers and promise to support and love your
child unconditionally. We look forward to sending pictures and letters to you
throughout your child's life, and are looking forward to sharing visits with you in the
future if that is something you would like.
We promise to encourage open communication regarding adoption. We cherish the
opportunity to provide your child with a lifetime full of love, experiences and diversity
and to support the child's passions and goals.
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