
CLEON & YALONDA 



We are grateful for the opportunity to share a little about our family with you 

and look forward to learning about you too. We are a loving, fun, and energet-

ic family of three. Cleon loves being a father to his stepson, Christian. Helping 

people is truly a passion of Yalonda. She genuinely values time with her family 

and friends and feel her most significant achievement was becoming a moth-

er. We are hoping to add another child to our family and give him or her lots 

of love. Our home is filled with laughter, music, impromptu dance parties, 

sweet homemade treats, and huge group hugs.  

Our hearts are open to you. We know you must be experiencing difficulties in 

your choices. We are here and will be your support. 



Cleon and Yalonda met in high school. Fifteen years after graduating 

from high school, we reconnected after seeing each other in church. 

We fell in love and married a year later. This past April, we cele-

brated seven years of our marriage. We are best friends that delight 

in each other’s company and enjoy learning new things about each 

oth-er individually and as a couple. We take our marriage vow 

seriously and are completed committed to each other. 



About Adoption in the Family 

 

Yalonda’s amazing grandfather adopted her mother and five siblings. Her mother 

and her siblings grew up in a loving family and that has brought a positive influence 

on her idea of adoption. Adoption is a special calling in our life.  We have close 

friends who have expanded their families through adoption. We believe adoption is 

a fantastic opportunity that will allow us to grow and share the love with a beauti-

ful child. We believe a family is made from unconditional love and acceptance, and 

we can’t wait to share that with our new baby.

Cleon and Christian 

Yalonda’s family and her siblings  



Cleon and Yalonda believe in living a 

healthy lifestyle. We often go on long 

walks in our neighborhood, trails, and 

local parks. While we enjoy outdoor 

activities, we also cook healthy and 

fresh meals at home. We believe being 

active is not only crucial to your physi-

cal well-being but imperative for one’s 

mental health.  

We enjoy eating dinners together as a 

family, celebrating traditional holidays 

like carving pumpkins, decorating the 

Christmas tree, and dying Easter eggs. 

During the weekends, we attend church 

on Sundays and sometimes arrange 

game nights. During summer, we enjoy 

vacations to the beach, Disney World, 

and traveling to see our family.  

<—  Who loves you?  

Hugs for mama  

Our Lifestyle 

Carving pumpkins 



Our parenting style is intentional. We believe in mak-

ing it a priority to be understanding parents and 

open to listen to our son, Christian.  We believe in giv-

ing praise and gratitude for making right choices versus 

punishment and disappointment for making wrong 

choices. We watch Christian make the right choices 

through our parenting because he likes receiving re-

wards for doing so.  It is important to reinforce 

good behaviors that would lead to positive, respectful 

parent-child relationships.  

We like to provide many educational activities for our 

child. For example, Christian is taking piano lessons 

and he fully enjoys it. When the weather is good, we 

often go out on family dates by going out to dinner, 

movies, sporting events, or recreational activities. 

When we stay home, we enjoy board game night and 

eating dinner together as a family. 

We volunteered when Cleon ran for City Council last year. 

Parenting Philosophy 

Fun at basketball game

Christian practicing piano 



Cleon and Yalonda are Roman Catholic. We are very active in our local parish. 

We attend Mass every Saturday or Sunday. Our faith is an essential part of who 

we are. We are Christians and true believers in God. We are members of a church 

that has a lot of activities for children. We believe God brought Cleon, Yalonda, 

and Christian together to be a family, and it is our faith that led us to our adop-

tion journey. We seek to live a life that is pleasing to God. We believe that bless-

ings come from God, and He has truly blessed us to be a blessing to others.



Yalonda and I were high school class-

mates. We had known each other for 

many years before we started to date 

and eventually married. I admire my 

wife because she is a strong, loving, and 

caring woman. At her workplace, she is 

a Qualified Mental Health Professional 

with a master’s degree in Marriage and 

Family Counseling. She has a huge heart, 

especially for children. She works in a 

field where she monitors children’s be-

havioral health. She takes these children 

seriously and pours her heart into them 

completely. Besides her career, she de-

votes her time to the family when she 

comes home. She welcomes all our rela-

tives and friends and takes care of their 

needs. Our house is always full of laugh-

ter and love. Our son, Christian, and I 

see that Yalonda presents strong mother-

hood in caring for Christian. She is cer-

tainly a great mother and is ready to love 

a second child. We are both ready to 

love another child in our family!   

Cleon works as a Mechanical Engi-

neer. He works very hard and is a trust-

worthy person. He has been involved in 

civic engagement for most of his life and 

has dedicated his time to helping indi-

viduals in the community reach their 

goals. He has a kind heart and will al-

ways accept friends’ requests if they 

need help. One of Cleon’s greatest at-

tributes is his patience and ability to see 

the positivity in everything. We both 

enjoy reading and traveling. During his 

spare time, Cleon likes to play golf and 

complete home projects. He is a great 

father and a wonderful husband with-

out any doubt. He is also a role model 

for Christian. Cleon loves play-

ing with Christian and teaches and 

guides him with patience and gentle-

ness. Faith is an important foundation 

for us both. For Cleon, his faith supports 

and strengthens him to be the pillar of 

our family. He is ready to be a wonder-

ful father of our new baby.   

About  Yalonda—by Cleon About Cleon  — by Yalonda 



A Close Knit Family … 
We both have large, close-knit families and love spending special occasions and holidays togeth-

er. Cleon has an older sister. Yalonda has a younger sister and brother. Our families are supportive 

of our adoption journey and in everything we do. They are thrilled to welcome another grandchild, 

niece, or nephew, and we know they will love him or her unconditionally. Many of our family 

members are educators, nurses, and social workers. We get together often for birthdays, holi-

days, and just-for-fun cookouts. On Sundays, Cleon’s mother has everyone over for a big Southern 

Sunday dinner. She is a retired school counselor and loves playing educational games, planning trips 

and activities with all of her grandchildren. Yalonda’s mother works in the medical field and loves 

spoiling all of her grandchildren with hugs, kisses and delicious treats. Our families are willing to 

provide so much love and support to our new son or daughter.  

Brother Larry, Nephew Langston and 

Neice Journee 

Nieces and Nephews 



Cleon and Yalonda Family - All siblings, parents,   

and nieces and nephews  

Cleon, Parents and Sister 

   Yalonda, Nephew Isiaih, Sister Karen  

Nieces and Nephews 

<— Yalonda, sister Karen and brother Larry   



We live in the Tidewater area of Virginia in a three-bedroom brick rancher. It is in the best part 

of coastal Virginia. Our home has a beautiful huge backyard for lots of playtime and relaxation. 

Our neighborhood is located behind the beautiful campus of Christopher Newport Universi-

ty. Our home is close to playgrounds, excellent school districts, and is just a few hours away 

from either mountains or a beach for a quick family get-a-way. We often walk to the James Riv-

er from our neighborhood, where we can spend time at a local private beach to watch the stars, 

fireworks and have family picnics. There are many museums, bikes, and walking trails in the 

neighborhood. 

Our Home 

Back of the house 

<—     Front of the House 

Backyard 



Christian’s Bedroom 

Fireplace

Dining Room Living-Room 

Eat-In Kitchen Kitchen 



Our Future 
Our feelings are beyond words if you would consider us to raise your baby. It will be 

such an honor. There is a strong passion inside of us to love and care for chil-

dren. Your baby will be raised in a loving and faith-based household. We will keep in 

contact and share those moments with you, whether through photos, letters, or visits! 

We promise to be faithful to the care of your baby, making sure each day is a beautiful 

day! We promise to make sure that your child is well-rounded with music, books, and 

education. As God gives us wisdom, we will use it to make sure to teach positive life 

lessons. We believe in an open adoption and the importance of maintaining an open 

relationship for the child and for the birth family. We promise to be there for your ba-

by with all our energy, heart, mind, and soul. We thank you in advance for the gift of 

love. 




