H

ello,

We are Antonio and Karen! Thank you for reading our letter to get to
know a little bit about us. We understand that you have a very hard decision to make as you explore options on what is best for you and your
child. We think you are extremely brave, and you have our utmost respect. We are honored to share our lives with you as you consider your
next steps.
Antonio and I have been married for 12 years, and have always had a
desire to have children. Our family members have given us great practice over the years whenever a date night was on tap or they needed a
break. We’ve done just about everything from teething, diaper changing,
playing games, bath time, bedtime stories, football, lacrosse, and other
fun excursions. Between the two of us, we have 12 nieces and nephews, as
well as a few godchildren who we enjoy spending time with and spoiling.

Now that we know adoption is the right path for us to expand our family,
we look forward to inviting your child into our family. We are not perfect, and we certainly make mistakes, but we will do our very best to
make sure your child is loved, nurtured, and supported to fulfill their
dreams.

About Us
About Karen By Antonio

F

ourteen years ago, I was minding my
business, worshiping the Lord in the
music ministry at my church when I
stumbled across an angel on earth. She
would probably expect me to tell some crazy
story that I tell for laughs with friends, but my
wife Karen has truly been a blessing in my
life. She is the youngest of 4 children, and the
only girl! Karen is the heartbeat of her family
and our marriage. She is adventurous, funny,
supportive, and encouraging. We are partners in life, love and ministry. I believe Karen
will be an awesome mother. She is a great
cook, and she likes to try new things to keep
life interesting. Karen is also very smart, she is
always researching different things online to
learn more. She loves to help others and has
a soft sport for young children.

About Antonio By Karen

A

ntonio is the love of my life. I knew he
was the one for me because I realized that
I could just be myself with him. I didn’t
have to pretend or fake anything with
him. He is my best friend and he makes me
laugh all the time. He was raised by his grandmother because his mother became pregnant
with him at the age of 13. His grandmother took
over. While this was not a formal adoption,
Grandma Lilly did what she had to do to make
sure he was taken care of. Because of her influence, she built a strong foundation in his life that
makes him the man he is today. Antonio will be
a great father. He knows how to get on a child’s
level so that they understand and show respect,
but kids never fear him (he’s 6 foot, 1 inch). Kids
love him. One time we were at church and this
little 3-year-old girl ran up to him and jumped
in his arms. He had never met her before. I
knew her mom, and she said that her daughter
never did that before. Antonio is open, caring,
fun-loving, and inspirational.

We are both Christians who are involved in our church. Antonio was just licensed as a minister in December 2020, and we both teach classes through our church’s Bible Institute. Our church has amazing ministries for young children and our child would participate in age-appropriate activities. Our
church would reinforce godly values that we instill at home.

(Up) We visited Shrek in Los Angeles.
(Up Left) Attending a cousin’s wedding.
(Down Left) Celebrating a friend’s birthday.
The theme was a masquerade ball.

We believe in being well-rounded individuals. We work hard and play hard.
Our physical health is important to us,
we go to the gym, we ride bikes, play
tennis, take long walks, and enjoy vacations when possible. We enjoy the theater and the arts - we have seen plays,
musicals, and live music in DC, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York. We also
love to hang out with family members
and friends for cookouts, visiting restaurants, game nights, etc. These are all
things that we would be sharing with
our child.

(Up) We went go-kart racing with some friend’s to celebrate Karen’s birthday.
(Down) We are celebrating our anniversary at a nice restaurant on the water.

Adoption In the Family
Our families are excited to meet the next grandchild, niece/nephew, and cousin. On both sides, we
have family members who live close to us, but also extended family who live around the country
(California, Georgia, Ohio, West Virginia, North Carolina, etc.). Before the pandemic, we were
holding family reunions every year. We hope to be able to resume those in the near future.
Because of Antonio’s family upbringing, we know how important it is to be transparent with children about the circumstances of their birth. We will tell the child about their biological family in ageappropriate ways. We would like to be able to send either letters or emails with pictures to share
information on the child’s development. We understand the importance of this to be assured that
the child is doing well and thriving.

(Up) Hanging in mom’s house with family.
(Up Right) Celebrating cousin D’Angelo’s
graduation from high school
(Down Right) Celebrating nephew Timmy at
his football game

Extended Family
aren - My parents were married
for 56 years before my father
passed in 2017. My mother is a
“fly” grandma, who sells Mary
Kay and still does taxes. She is not
your typical grandmother. She is a
joy to be around. She dotes on all
her grandchildren, making all of
them their favorite meals and
desserts. Also, there are lots of
aunts and uncles and cousins
waiting to meet the newest
addition to our extended family.
Antonio - Due to illnesses, my
grandmother and mother passed a
few years apart (2016 & 2018).
However, we have aunts and
uncles and cousins who are looking
forward to meeting our child. I
have 1 sister and 1 brother, and
several nieces, nephews, and little
cousins. In addition, I have two
godchildren who are ages 4 and 2,
who will get to know our child
over the years.

Family lunch to celebrate mom/grandma’s birthday.

Niece & nephews having fun on the slide.

Checking out Black Panther with some family.

Home and Neighborhood
We live in a cozy 3-level townhouse. Our
home is open with huge windows that allow a
lot of light to stream in. Lots of great smells
come from the kitchen area, as homemade
meals are made there on a daily basis. On the
weekends, we like to cook big breakfasts that
may include waffles, bacon, sausage, grits, fried
potatoes, omelets, and more. For dinner, there
might be lasagna, jambalaya, shrimp and grits,
fried chicken, garlic mashed potatoes, string
beans, spinach, and more.
There are two large bedrooms, a dining room,
living room, and lots of closet and storage
spaces throughout the house. Our backyard is
fenced in. We have lots of trees and open
spaces in our community. Across the street
from our home, there is a playground, where
lots of kids play when the weather is nice. We
also have lots of parks and hiking/biking trails
near our home.

Our home is filled with light, love, and
laughter.

W e promise to love your child without reservation. We promise to be the best
parents we can be and to give your child a life full of love, hope, and faith. We
promise to surround your child with family and friends who help nurture and
encourage him or her. We promise to maintain a strong marriage in order to
provide a loving two-parent home. We promise to celebrate your child’s adoption
story, honor your place in that story, and stay connected to you. We share the love
you have for him or her and the strength you had throughout this process.

