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Hello,  

We are Marcia and Mark. We understand you must be feeling complex emotions 

but we graciously appreciate your consideration of us to provide a loving family 

for your child.  We have always wanted to be adoptive parents., it has always felt 

right for us to adopt, and we’ve worked hard to think about how we could pro-

vide birth parents an option so that they might feel at greater peace with their de-

cision about adoption.  

We are a loving couple with a strong marriage. We also feel confident in our abil-

ity to provide as much love and support as possible to a child. We hope to be able 

to raise children in a way that encourages them to thrive and respect who they 

are as individuals, while instilling compassion, respect, and concern for others. 



We met in the summer of 2006, when Marcia was completing her education and Mark was about to re-
turn to school to pursue a new career. We were introduced through a mutual friend, who Marcia had 
known in high school and Mark had known in college, who thought we would hit it off. The day after we 
met, we went on our first date. Our dear friend ended up giving a speech at our wedding less than a year 
later. We fell in love and married faster than most people do these days, and lived in four states and 
moved several times in our first few years of marriage. Through all of this, our bond as a couple was 
strengthened, and we will be celebrating our 14th wedding anniversary this year and have been settled 
in DC for 9 years, and are excited to be here with our family. 



About Adoption in the Family 

 

Both of our extended families have ex-

periences with adoption. In Marcia’s 

family and culture, it is common for a 

family member to take care of children 

from the community or extended fami-

ly for a period of time. Marcia’s older 

siblings were cared for in Haiti by 

aunts and uncles when they were 

young. When Marcia was a child, her 

family regularly opened the door to 

second cousins and close family friends 

who were transitioning to life in the 

United States or needed extra support.  

In Mark’s mother’s family, there was 

also a strong tradition of providing re-

sources and shelter to those in need, 

and Mark has a cousin who was adopt-

ed and formed a strong bond with his 

family. Additionally, through Mark’s 

work, he often provides support to 

adopted teenagers and their families. 

 

 Marcia and Mark 

having breakfast 

with Mark’s par-

ents, Marcia’s 

mom, and siblings 

and their spouses. 

Marcia with her nephew and niece at the White House. 



We came from different backgrounds, but 

are united by our values. Marcia was raised 

in an immigrant family with a strong Cath-

olic faith, and attended Catholic schools for 

grade school and high school.  Mark attend-

ed public schools in the suburbs and was 

raised in an interfaith marriage between a 

Catholic man and Jewish woman, who were 

also bonded by their shared love and val-

ues. Both of us went to college.  Marcia’s 

upbringing taught her the importance of 

social justice and finding a way to make a 

difference in the world.  Mark believed that 

growing up, he learned to be accepting of 

people from all walks of life and to have 

empathy for all. 

 

In our professional careers, we’ve dedicated 

ourselves to working with and educating 

young people, and trying to make a posi-

tive impact in peoples’ lives. While this is 

important and often serious work, we also 

believe this helps keep us both young at 

heart.  We are fun-loving, easy-going, and 

have a good sense of humor; our inside 

jokes can lift our spirits on the roughest 

days. While we can enjoy ourselves at a 

museum or a dinner party, we find that we 

can have even more fun staying in and 

playing games, going for a bike ride, or vis-

iting pandas at the zoo.  

Mark and Marcia enjoying a long walk on the W 

and OD Trail.  Mark likes to bike this trail. 

Mark and Marcia on a bike ride. 

Our Lifestyle and Religion 



 

What I admire most in Marcia is how comforta-

ble she is in virtually every environment, and 

how she finds a way to relate to and connect 

with people from all walks of life. Marcia is bril-

liant yet humble, assertive yet compassionate, 

sophisticated yet laid back. I attribute many of 

Marcia’s qualities to her extended family, espe-

cially to her mother.  Marcia was born and 

raised in Chicago, the youngest child of a large 

extended family of immigrants from Haiti. Her 

mother worked tirelessly as a nurses’ aide and 

worked two or three jobs to provide enough for 

her children. Marcia spent a great deal of time 

growing up around aunts, uncles, and cousins, 

who often worked to share resources so that 

everyone was cared for. Even though her family 

didn’t have very much money, her mother made 

sure Marcia was well-educated and had more 

opportunities than had been available to  her. 

Marcia has enjoyed educational and professional 

successes, but she has never forgotten where she 

came from, and as an educator, she has always 

prioritized helping students from underprivileged 

backgrounds. I can’t imagine a better role model 

for children: a woman who is strong, deter-

mined, and motivated , while also compassion-

ate, nurturing, and seeing the best in everyone. 

Mark is incredibly sweet. On our first date, he 

talked about why he liked working with chil-

dren.  I will never forget how we talked about 

his experiences as a teacher, and he wanted to 

find a way to better address the reasons why his 

students struggled academically.  Mark under-

stood that problems in school were not just 

about school; he decided to become a counselor 

to help young people deal with the emotional 

issues that school wasn’t designed to really help.  

Mark’s passion for helping others translates into 

his sensitivity toward all people.  Mark often is 

looking out for the person who is bullied or 

hurt, and he is deeply loyal to the people he 

loves.  I didn’t get to have a lot of fun growing 

up because of the financial stress of my house-

hold, and through our relationship, Mark has 

helped me embrace the silliness and joy of life.  I 

know that Mark will bring this beautiful combi-

nation of being attentive to feelings and his sense 

of wonder and playfulness to our children, while 

also setting a good example on how to be re-

sponsible and respectful in the world.  I know 

Mark will be a great dad, who will treasure read-

ing books, playing in the park, organizing family 

road trips, encouraging our children when they 

are down, and applauding them when they 

achieve. 

About  Marcia —by Mark About Mark — by Marcia 



A Close Knit Family … 
We are very close to our extended families. Before the coronavirus pandemic, we regularly trav-

elled to visit with family or had relatives stay with us in our home. As we both grew up in the Chica-

go area, we travel there often to see family and friends. Marcia’s mother and Mark’s father often 

visit us in Washington, D.C. Marcia has two older siblings with whom she is close, along with a 

niece and nephew.  Marcia has dozens of older cousins, and most of them have children, and some 

even have grandchildren.  So, when her family gets together, there are many generations in one 

room.  Marcia’s mother and Mark’s father are retired. As they are excited to become grandparents, 

they are eager to devote their time to their grandchildren. 

Mark and his dad in our new home 

Mark, Marcia, Marcia’s mom and sister in Washington, D.C. to visit. 

Elaine, Mark’s mom, and Marcia at 

the Haitian Embassy in D.C. 



Mark has a twin sister and older brother who we see when we are traveling, and during the pan-

demic, we have hung out with them virtually to catch up and play games.  

Mark and his Aunt Tina, who lives in 
San Diego. 

Marcia and Mark’s twin sister, Gene-
vieve, at her art and tattoo studio in 

California. 

Mark and Marcia celebrating her second cousin’s wedding with family in Boston.   



After spending several years living in small apartments, we were able to save enough money to 

buy a forever home. We moved into a large house in Washington, DC, in which we plan to 

raise our children.  We are fortunate to have enough room for our parents to spend a great deal 

of time with us.  Marcia loves cooking for a crowd, and she can’t wait to host our friends and 

family for holidays, birthdays, and Sunday dinners.  We live in a diverse neighborhood with 

lots of small children, and we picked our house because it’s next door to a little park, and there 

is a new elementary school opening a block away.  We also live walking distance to a commu-

nity pool and other playgrounds for when our children are ready for ‘big kid’ sports. It is a 

great location for families with children.  

Our Home 

Our home in Washington DC 

A view of our house from the park across the street 



The future bedroom of our child Our upstairs den 

One of the parks in our neighborhood Our eat-in kitchen 



Our Future 

We are forever grateful for you considering and trusting us with the responsibility of 

providing for your child. We are devoted to creating a strong, loving marriage, mak-

ing friends and staying connected to family to build a supportive community for our 

children. We will also use our resources to create a secure environment for our family.  

We are ready to raise children, and are eager to share the unconditional love we have 

for each other with our child.  


