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Hey there,  

       We want to start with a promise to you that we will be authentic and honest about our-

selves and our family. You are making one of the most important and precious decisions of 

your life, and we want to help empower you during this process.  We live in peace knowing 

that we are not meant to parent every child, but the one that is meant for us.  You will know in 

your heart if we are right for you and the baby you carry.  Our hope is that by the time you 

come to the end of our profile, you feel better about any decision you choose, whether we are 

the family for you or not.  

       We are currently a family of four but feel strongly that we are not yet complete. Our 

daughters are not biologically related, but have a strong and priceless bond with each other. 

They are each other’s favorite person and we wouldn’t have it any other way. The girls are 

very excited at the prospect of having a new baby sibling. Tarpley (our oldest) is already talk-

ing to Janalynn (our little one) about big sister responsibilities and how special it is.  

       In the coming pages, you’ll get a glimpse into our life and our family.  We cannot begin to 

understand how you feel or what challenges you face, but we do know we are here for you.  

      “God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.” Psalm 46:5  

                                                 With All Our Love, 

                           Mandy & James 



We met at a good old-fashioned Texas dance hall, just weeks before we graduated college. We 

fell in love fast and hard after a whirlwind love affair.  Just over a year later, we were engaged, 

and shortly thereafter married.  James joined the Army right after college, and we’ve gone wher-

ever Uncle Sam tells us to, making memories and bonds with amazing people all over the world. 

We’ve been married over 10 years now. Our love grows day by day. We are best friends, part-

ners, teammates, and lovers. Our love for each other and what we’ve built together has with-

stood many stresses and tests. A saying goes “iron sharpens iron” and that describes us well. We 

inspire each other and lift one another up. When one of us stumbles, the other one has grace and 

picks up the slack. We know that no matter what life throws our way, we will continue having 

strength, commitment, tenderness, and depth of love in our relationship.  



About Adoption in the Family 

 

Adoption has touched our family in pre-

cious ways. Our oldest daughter, 

Tarpley, is bi-racial and was adopted at 

birth. We’ve grown a lot in our 

knowledge of what adoption is and how 

we can best serve our daughter since be-

coming her parents 6 years ago. We’ve 

maintained an open relationship with her 

biological family and we explain adop-

tion and her birth story to her in age-

appropriate ways.   

Our future adopted child will know that 

he or she is encouraged to process and 

feel all emotions and we are here to help 

nurture, listen and explain. We talk a lot 

about topics like, “there’s more than one 

way to make a family” and “love is what 

makes a family.” We teach Tarpley to be 

proud of her heritage and embrace her 

different skin tone, hair, and eye color. 

We also point out what we have in com-

mon, such as our athleticism, love for 

reading, and gift with numbers. We make 

sure to surround our children with racial 

mirrors and to regularly talk to them 

about the current racial climate in an age 

appropriate approach.   

 <———  Visiting Tarpley at lunchtime at school.  

Apple picking!  

Tarpley picking wild flowers on a hike  



Our family lives with a focus on health of 

mind and body and a commitment to love 

and respect those in our community.  We 

grew up as extremely active kids, and 

we’ve had so much fun passing that along 

to our kids and making an active lifestyle 

one of the cornerstones of our family’s cul-

ture.  Our family loves to do anything out-

doors together. Hiking and exploring na-

ture is definitely our favorite pastime!  For 

example, on regular Saturday mornings, 

our family is usually going for a hike 

through the Southeast Virginia woods or 

having a home workout.  Our family is in-

volved in our community. We like to plug 

into our community by participating in lo-

cal races, volunteering at our girls’ school, 

and helping with local food and clothes 

banks. We’ve also started getting our chil-

dren engaged in youth sports and arts 

camps. 

For our spiritual life, we celebrate the pow-

er of prayer, meditation, and emotional self-

awareness.  We love Jesus, and wrap up 

every night with family prayers at bedtime.  

We share love and show respect to every 

person we come into contact regardless of 

their belief and background. This is the val-

ue that we share with our children. 

Hiking in Hawaii  

Our Lifestyle and Religion 

Hiking in Arizona 



Our family loves to travel. We believe in 

providing our children with experiences 

over objects in order to enrich their lives 

and broaden their perspectives. We find it 

important for our kids to see how other 

people live, so they develop a better 

worldview. We especially love to explore 

the nature world. We have a particular pas-

sion for hiking so many of our trips took us 

to mountains.  Our pets accompanied us on 

a lot of our road trips and they love to hike, 

too.  We also enjoyed a few special trips to 

Disney theme parks -- where magic 

abounds! We were positively hooked on the 

wonder we’ve witnessed as our daughters 

flounced through princess castles and 

hugged the turns of a bumper car rink!  

 

Balancing family travel with individual or 

one-on-one time with children is a deliber-

ate effort in our household.  The military 

has provided endless opportunities for 

travel and adventure, and we are always on 

the hunt for new places to explore. Ulti-

mately, we know there is so much more to 

explore in the world! Through travel, we 

teach our children different cultures that we 

have encountered and they also get chances 

to explore different kinds of playgrounds! 

Humpback Rocks Summit in Wintergreen, VA.  

Travel 

Mommy-Daughter trip to D.C.  



 

I spent the very first night I met Mandy 

twirling her around the dancefloor, and 

we’ve been twirling through life together 

ever since! This woman is the most resilient, 

passionate, and inspiring partner I ever could 

have imagined.  This girl just lives with an 

open heart. Her heart is wide open for her 

family, for adventure, and for pouring into 

others.  Mandy is a devoted mama who just 

never ceases searching for ways to pour into 

her daughters more.  She has read books to 

our daughters every single night since before 

they could even crawl!  Mandy has a hunger 

for adventure, and the way she so diligently 

shares this passion for exploring nature and 

new communities with her family is just a 

privilege to not only witness but also to be a 

part of.  This woman changed my entire per-

spective on life with her empathy for others.  

Both in and out of work, Mandy translates 

her exceptional ability to connect with oth-

ers into the most genuine motivation of 

those who find themselves in the midst of 

struggle.  Mandy maintains a remarkable 

passion for helping others to see the absolute 

best in themselves.  She is my best friend and 

I am so blessed to be hers. 

James is a culture changer. I’ve seen him 

raise standards, lift morale, and boost spirits. 

He reminds his friends and colleagues to 

keep their chins up, drive onward and to 

fear complacency and mediocrity in life. He 

is a fierce warrior that stands at the ready to 

protect family and country. You’ll never 

meet anyone with a stronger work ethic and 

a will to not just succeed but to master the 

task at hand. Yet, underneath all of that 

there is a soft and playful side that shines 

with his family and his kids. No one swad-

dles a baby better than James. It’s like a 

magic trick! He tells the best stories, sings 

horribly but doesn’t care, and will watch 

Frozen 100 times without a complaint. 

James is extremely family-oriented. He 

comes up with all kinds of ways to stay con-

nected with us while he travels for work.  

He is slow to anger and quick to forgive. He 

is also tender and nurturing. James is the best 

role model for our girls. He has also demon-

strated to  them how a husband should treat 

his wife and how he should love her uncon-

ditionally.  

About  Mandy—by James About James — by Mandy 



A Close Knit Family … 
Our extended family has been very supportive of adoption. Most of our extended family is in    

Texas, and we often travel there to visit grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins.   

Our girls are swarmed with love from their grandparents- they are Grammie, Papa, Mumzie, and 

Grandpa!  We are very close with our parents and they have shown tremendous love to our daugh-

ters.  Fortunately, the grandparents come to visit and connect with their grandkids regularly 

throughout the year.   

<— Uncle George and Aunt Stephanie. George is 

a nurse and Stephanie is a librarian.  

Disney Land with Grammie & Papa! Even in the 

pouring rain we all had fun! 

Grammie and Papa being silly with us at Disney 

World.  



While extended family is important, we’ve also developed a strong bond with our close friends 

over the years of military life.  We have bonded with friends of different cultural backgrounds. It 

has been so special to share with our daughters, and we look forward to teaching our children that 

family takes many different forms.     

Aunt Cake and Tarpley. Aunt Cake is so creative 

with staying in touch with our girls and always 

finds sweet ways to connect.  

 
Aunt Cake (Kate) & Uncle Luke. Kate is a 1st grade  

teacher and Luke is a pediatric nurse.  

Mumzie and Grandpa  

 

Summer time in Texas with Mumzie & Grandpa.  



Our family includes two furry four-legged members. We have a dog named 

Brodie and a cat named Moses. Both our pets entered our family during the first year of our mar-

riage and have traveled and lived with us all over the country. Brodie is a mixed breed rescue dog 

who weighs about 45lbs and snores louder than any human can. Moses is a Manx cat who we 

pulled out of a storm drain in a basket when we lived in Alabama. Both of our pets are treasured 

by our whole family, including grandparents and extended family members. They love our chil-

dren and have sweet and silly personalities. Brodie loves to go on walks and car rides, and she is 

constantly under the kitchen table during meal times. Moses likes to observe the chaos from above 

and has taught our daughters to turn on all the faucets for him so he can play in the water. When 

our kids were babies and would wake in the night, both Brodie and Moses would accompany us to 

be with them. Both our pets regularly attend during the girls’bedtime routine. They are the per-

fect companions for our family. Our daughters have learned compassion, responsibility, and empa-

thy through the experiences with the pets.  

<—-  Our pets get Christmas presents, too.  

We take our pets on vacation, too! 
Moses even has his own backpack 

and harness.  

Pets 

Brodie snuggling with baby Tarpley.  



We have a few unique Christmas celebra-

tions in our family. The first tradition is the 

girls’ “Santa Bag.” This is a type of advent 

calendar we do, but we start counting 12 

days before Christmas. Each day, each of 

the girls begin the morning by opening a 

wrapped new book. Also, as a child, Man-

dy and her mom treasured the winter tradi-

tion of setting up the “snow village.” Now, 

the tradition is passed on to our girls. They 

add people from multiple cultures to the 

village so we teach our children to embrace 

all different races.  

 

For Halloween, we take the girls to a local 

pumpkin patch and give them a wagon to 

fill as they see fit. We stand back and let 

them fill the wagon with a few giant pump-

kins, dozens of small ones, or any combina-

tion in between. We also like to do a family 

costume theme.  

 

Our family loves books. We prepare each 

season’s (Easter, Halloween, Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas) books and decor to deco-

rate and celebrate in the upcoming weeks 

of each holiday. The girls’ reaction is truly 

precious when it’s time to pull out each 

season’s beloved book collection from the 

attic. They immediately dive into the tote 

containing their favorites, and they’ll sit 

forever in a giant pile of books reading to 

one another and the pets.  

The snow village —> 

Alexander Hamilton and the Schuyler Sisters  

Holiday Tradition 

Fun at the pumpkin patch!  



We moved into our home in July 2020.  We live in a 2-story brick house on a cul-de-sac at the 

back of a beautiful neighborhood just outside Williamsburg, Virginia.  Our daughters named 

our house “The Cherry Tree House” for the beautiful cherry tree right outside our front door.  

The girls love climbing in the cherry tree, and we spend a ton of time playing or drawing with 

chalk in the cul-de-sac or running around in our backyard where we do family s’mores nights.  

Mandy has taken to gardening over the past year, so the girls help her plant and grow fruits 

and veggies in her garden beds surrounding the house. 

The neighborhood we live in matches with our active family lifestyle.  There is a neighborhood 

pool and a playground, so we spend a lot of time up there, especially in the summer.  We love 

family walks with our dog, and the girls always ride their bikes or scooters.  There is a lake at 

the back of our neighborhood where we can take the girls fishing or out on canoes. There are 

many great educational resources.  Our children have enjoyed the life here. It is an excellent 

family-friendly environment. 

Our Home 

Front step first day of school picture  

In front of our house 



Girls ‘ Playroom Backyard  Smores  

Living Room Our Kitchen 



Our Future 
We believe wholeheartedly that we are ready to do the deep dive as parents of another 

child.  We will show up for our children and support them in their journey of being an 

adopted child or adoptive sibling. We believe there is more than one way to make a 

family, and it takes more than just love to make it work. As parents of a child of color, 

we are aware of our privilege and cultural issues with our children. This is a lifelong 

learning process and we are ready to accept challenges and will overcome difficulties 

that may come along the way. We are committed to our children’s well-being and will 

have full support from extended family and friends in raising our kids.   


