
BEN & JEWEL 
 



We're looking forward to bringing a child into our family. We both come 

from fairly large families and both value our relationships with our parents, 

siblings and extended family members. We can’t wait to help our future child 

take his or her first steps and to see him or her blow out the candles on a birth-

day cake. We look forward to supporting our child’s education with all our ef-

forts, including helping with a math assignment or a science fair project. We 

will give our children the greatest access to the best opportunities that we can 

provide while teaching them to be confident, resilient and kind.  

We know this is a very stressful time for you. You are facing difficult de-

cisions ahead. In this time of uncertainty, we hope to provide you peace of 

mind by introducing ourselves. From this profile, you will know our personali-

ties, our life, the commitment of raising a child and our promises to provide 

our unconditional love.  



We were high school classmates. We met in 2002, in our high school journalism 
class, at ages 15 and 17. We fell in love very quickly because Jewel loves to laugh 
and Ben happens to be the funniest person she knows. Our first date occurred a 
few years later when Jewel invited Ben to her senior prom. 
 
We dated for eight years--supporting each other through college exams and new 
jobs. We got married in 2013 surrounded by our best friends and family. We are 
a couple who truly are supportive of and committed to each other. 



About Adoption in the Family 

 

Ben has two adopted sisters,      

Sydney and Quinn. His parents 

adopted them while living in 

South Korea for his father’s job – 

Ben’s father was serving in the 

Air Force.  Through the loving 

and harmonious experiences with 

his siblings, in his young mind, 

Ben had already decided to adopt 

a child when he had his own fami-

ly.  

The youngest of the two sisters, 

Sydney, was always in the same 

grade with Ben from elementary 

through high school.  They have 

always been very close to each 

other. Jewel has no adopted sib-

lings of her own, but Ben’s family 

has been a positive influence and 

learning experience for her. She 

also desires to add a child to their 

family through adoption. 

 
<—  Jewel having lunch with Marlo  

  Jewel riding a slide with Baby Emme  

Ben with his sisters, Sydney and Quinn  



We love to spend time going out together 

and trying new things. We enjoy hiking 

and 

camping, whether it is a park nearby or a 

National Park, like the Grand Canyon.  

When we take vacations, we prefer to go 

out of town and sometimes out of the 

country. Recently, we went to Japan. We 

also both love to learn new things.  

Jewel practices yoga and takes dance clas-

ses after work. Ben practices mixed mar-

tial arts and used to coach his niece’s soc-

cer team. We love movies and read a lot 

of books.  

We can’t wait to introduce our children to 

all the fun things that we like, from danc-

ing and sports to traveling to new places. 

We look forward to having all kinds of 

new experiences and adventures with our 

kids. 

Ben and Jewel in Yosemite National Park 

Ben and Jewel in Japan, 2018  

Ben and Jewel in Malibu California, 2016  

Our Lifestyle 



Although we will be first time parents, we have had much experience guiding and nurturing chil-

dren. We have seven nieces and nephews on Ben’s side of the family who live nearby, so we see 

them fairly often. They are such a joy and are so energetic and full of laughter.  We always get 

together on holidays, for casual visits, or family vacations to the beach.  

In addition to nieces and nephews, Ben coached children’s soccer and Jewel is a Girl Scout Lead-

er. In soccer, Ben stressed the values of working together as part of a team and overcoming the 

adversity of losing a tough game.  Through Girl Scouts, Jewel has tried to teach the girls how to 

support each other when they need help, hold themselves accountable when they mess up or 

hurt each other’s feelings, and the importance of striving to be their best selves. 

We want our children to have fun, exciting childhoods that they will remember fondly and learn 

lessons that they can carry with them into adulthood.  We will also teach them the importance of 

showing respect to other people and doing good works.  

<— Our nieces at a pumpkin carving party  at 

our back deck. 

Jewel helping our nieces decorate Christmas cookies  

Parenting Philosophy 

Ben with two of our nieces, Parker and 

Marlo 



We love traveling. Hawaii, Japan, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Greece, Jamaica, Ka-

zakhstan, dozens of states and national parks, and still counting!  We hope to 

bring our child along with us when we explore travel destinations, eat new 

foods, learn about different cultures, and take in the beautiful scenery. Our child 

will learn to love journeys to new places as much as we do. 

Our Visiting the Golden Pavilion in Japan 

 Attending a Kansas City Chiefs foot-

ball game 

 <—Riding 4-Wheelers with Jewel’s best 

friend in the Dominican Republic  



 

 

I have known Jewel for 14 years. She amazes 

me with her kindness, sense of humor, and 

her excitement for life as much today as 

when we first met.  The way she views peo-

ple and experiences is unique and she de-

lights in ordinary events like going out for 

ice cream on a Wednesday or breaking out 

an old board game.  She is a voracious read-

er, a benevolent person, and a fierce friend 

to her sisters with whom she communicates 

daily.  She loves to cook, dance, and watch 

movies.  When I see our nieces interact with 

her, it warms my heart to see how much 

they take to her and see her as a smart and 

strong role model.  It is my privilege to en-

dorse her as a potential mother. 

One thing that Ben continues to excel at-- 

and has since we first met in high school--is 

making people smile. I laugh so much when 

I’m with him, and others do, too. He’s a 

charming and gifted storyteller, who is a lit-

tle shy at first. Once comfortable, he surpris-

es you by spinning a simple moment into a 

thrilling event. I love Ben’s creativity. I love 

that when he likes something, he invests 

himself--from practicing martial arts multiple 

times a week to reading a whole book in 

one day.  I love that Ben knows so many 

random facts--from obscure football stats to 

the number of dice rolls it takes to win Ju-

manji. I love that he is good at math, be-

cause I’m terrible at it. Mostly I love Ben’s 

ability to stay grounded and live in the mo-

ment. He takes life as it comes and rarely 

worries about what could or should have 

been. Any child would be lucky to have him 

as a father. 

About  Jewel —by Ben About Ben  — by Jewel 



A Close Knit Family … 
Jewel’s family had a motto: “The family that prays together stays together.” And we both feel very 

lucky to have the love and support of so many family members, near and far. We had our share of 

difficult times--especially in dealing with Jewel’s kidney issues and our miscarriage. But thankfully 

we’ve always had our family right there with us. 

Both of our parents have been married for 30+ years. We see our parents and siblings fairly often. 

Jewel’s day usually isn’t complete if there aren’t a few text messages between her and her two sisters. 

And we’re always looking for opportunities to meet up with our large groups of cousins, aunts and 

uncles. This summer we attended two family reunions. Both of our families are looking forward to 

the day that we bring another child into the mix.  

A group photo of Jewel and cousins at her 

grandmother’s birthday party  

Ben’s siblings, a few spouses, their kids and us  

A group photo of Ben’s parents, sisters and their 

spouses, and our nieces  



We always make it a priority to spend time with our families over the holidays and we have a few 

traditions that make these times special. In the fall, we like to attend fall festivals like Oktoberfest and 

visit local corn mazes. We usually spend Thanksgiving somewhere different, but Christmas is Jewel’s 

favorite holiday. Christmas is more than just a day. For us it’s usually a month of watching Christmas 

movies, singing Christmas songs and baking Christmas cookies. 

Us with Jewel’s parents and sisters 
Jewel and her sister Jocelyn  

Ben with his sisters, Sydney and Quinn  
Family vacation at the beach! 



We have a 7-year-old indoor cat named Burton.   He is a tiny thing weighing 

only around eight pounds so most people still see him as a kitten.  He is docile 

and likes to sunbathe. He take naps next to us while we watch TV.  The only 

“trick” he knows is imitating an alarm clock when it is time to wake up in the 

morning. 



We own a townhouse in northern Virginia. Our home has two bedrooms and four bathrooms.  

We have a small backyard where we like to plant several vegetables and a deck where we grill 

and host guests occasionally.  We have a completely finished basement with room for games 

and activities.  Our neighborhood is quiet and has a few parks nearby with playgrounds for 

children and some highly rated schools. Jewel’s favorite grocery store, Wegmans, is there too. 

Our Home 

Kitchen  The Child’s Future Bedroom 

In Front of the House 



Master Bedroom Basement 

Deck 
Living Room 



Our Future 
Since our wedding day, we’ve talked about having children and expanding our fami-

ly. While we envisioned becoming parents earlier in our marriage we feel that now is 

the best time. Raising a child is not something we take lightly. It’s not just another 

“box” we want to check. We’d consider it an honor and a privilege to bring a child in-

to our home, teach him or her to be kind, to love and respect others, and to enjoy life. 

 

We intend to love our child unconditionally, and support them through his or her suc-

cesses and failures. We will encourage our child’s growth and will guide them to the 

best of our ability. 


