JAMES & SHERRI

We love each other and have made a
lifelong commitment to one another
through marriage. We both grew up
in a two-parent home and we want
to provide the same for our child. Because our vows are so sacred to
us, we have participated in church
marriage retreats, mini
“staycations” (driving to a hotel
about an hour away in another
city and staying the weekend) and
have declared family holidays where
we take off work on our anniversary
and birthdays. Our marriage is a
love between two imperfect people
who have the same purpose of heart
to remain devoted to each other —
“till death do us part” as we both
stated in our wedding vows.

About Adoption in the Family
Our families are full of love and
people who support one another. My aunt and uncle always
wanted a little girl after they had
already given birth to two wonderful sons. This lead to them adopting a little girl and the entire family was so happy. She is our youngest cousin in my generation and
my sister and I spent summers together with her in NY when we
were younger. This allowed me and
my adopted cousin to have a
unique opportunity to bond. She is
aware that James and I are looking
to adopt an infant and has been really supportive. She has also offered
to be available for our child when
and if she/he has any questions or
concerns about adoption. This is so
very comforting for us because our
child will have someone in the family who can relate to being adopted.
— By Sherri

Sherri and James visited Sherri’s grandparents’ church

Our Faith
We are both Christians who are active in our local church. Our child
would also participate in church
activities with other children
around the same age. This will provide our child with additional tools
to thrive in life as they develop into a teenager and adulthood. Serving others will not only instill a
sense of community, but it will foster humility that will stay with
him or her throughout life.

Sherri and James outside of her Grandparents church in Detroit.

Our Active Lifestyle
We believe that making healthy choices and participating in physical activities are an important
part of developing the mind, body, and spirit.
While James enjoys a 10 mile race every year,
Sherri is happy with her periodic 3-mile runs
or walks. We have a family tradition of participating in an annual Turkey Trot Race on
Thanksgiving every year. Our nephews, niece,
Sherri’s sister, and other family members will
walk or run with us as well. After the race, we
all go to a local restaurant and load up on food
before the big Thanksgiving dinner! When our
child is older, he or she will be able to join in the
fun race. Exercise is always a part our lives, and
we will always look for new ways to make it fun.

Sherri’s on a 5 mile run

Our special vacation in Trinidad.
James’ in a 10 mile race

Our Parenting Philosophy
We were preparing to be parents long before getting married. While we
were dating, we would talk about schools, cultural activities, and sports that
we would like our child to learn about or participate in. We have always
felt the importance of children being well rounded and having the foundation of a loving home with support from extended family. Establishing a nurturing environment is crucial. It will help a child develop integrity, confidence and a loving heart.

We were in CA for a high school graduation—
James and his cousins.

Eating out with our nephews and niece.

All getting ready for the turkey run for the Thanksgiving!

We are educated with college degrees and are both well-established employees of the
U.S. Government. We met when we worked in a very large office with several different departments. Although Sherri had seen James from time to time in the office, we
had only spoken briefly in passing. During one Mother’s Day when James gave roses
to all ladies in the office including Sherri, he quickly realized that Sherri was not married and had no children. Then James kindly invited Sherri to keep the rose even
though she was not a mother, and she happily accepted the request and kept her rose.
Sherri thought that was very kind so she thanked him and went back to work. This
was not the end of our story because after about a month or so we exchanged emails,
went out to dinner and eventually committed to each other for the rest of our lives!

James and Sherri’s date!
Celebrating Sherri’s birthday with a tasty cake.

About Sherri —by James
Sherri grew up in Detroit, MI and is the older of
two daughters. Just like me, she grew up in a
Christian home with both of her parents. My
parents were kind, caring, and had unconditional love for every child. This was what I looked
for in a wife and Sherri was the person who had
all of those qualities. She was beautiful, intelligent, family-oriented, and loved children. She
cared about people and humanity. We spent
holidays, birthdays, and other special events
with both of their families before getting married
and that was extremely important to us because
when you marry someone, you also marry their
family. Sherri will be a loving, caring mother and
will have unconditional love for our child. She
will create a nurturing environment that will be
excellent for the growth and development of
our child.

About James — by Sherri
James is a thoughtful, caring and committed man
who has a real heart for family. He was born in
Norfolk, VA and has three sisters. Although
James was next to the youngest child, as he matured into a man, he was sometimes treated as if
he was the oldest child. James is very close to his
sisters and has always tried to protect them. He
is the person they would call if they had a serious problem to resolve and he will always be
there for them. James will always be there for
them. James’ level of devotion to this family
and his kind heart reminded me of my grandfather. James is always eager to step in and help
but most importantly he is always doing things
to support our families. He will make an exceptional father because he will love our child and
be a living example of a man with integrity who
is committed to his family.

A Close Knit Family …
Both of our families are full of love and always support one another. Although we are spread out in
several places, we get together as often as we can, especially on the holidays!

Sherri's family in the Bahamas - We stay connected
even though we are far apart.

We spent Thanksgiving with Sherri's
family in Detroit, MI.

Sherri's parents out for a burger and fries

All our family members are excited that we are looking to adopt an infant and have been really
supportive. We look forward to summer vacations with our child. He or she will be surrounded
by this big-welcoming family while receiving lots of love from them.

Having fun with cousins
Sherri, her cousin and sister celebrating a
uncle's birthday in GA

In Norfolk, VA with James' parents at a
church dinner
James, his sister and niece who are
from Las Vegas

Our Home
We have a beautiful condominium home located in Maryland with great convenience in
the surrounding area. It is a five minute drive to a community hospital and walking distance to various restaurants and shopping stores. There is a community center that provides available activities for different age groups. Many educational facilities are accessible for children, including playgrounds, a county park, a public library and ball fields.
Our home has a living room, dining room, kitchen, two bedrooms, two bathrooms and a
garage. We have prepared a nice crib in the master bedroom for the new baby so he or
she can be close to us when sleeping and nursing all night long. Although we love this
beautiful home, we are planning to move to a bigger home in the future in order to fulfill our child’s needs for the living space.

Our Future
The gift of a child that we will be blessed with through adoption represents the
unconditional love of biological parents. This courageous and brave act of love
will be shared with our child along with his or her cultural heritage. We will continue to show our child love by providing a stable, nurturing and loving environment. This will allow our child to explore his or her passion and develop the
skills that will make him or her self-sufficient and a productive member of society
when he or she grows up. Our home will be filled with happiness, laughter, love
and compassion.
Thank you for considering us as parents for your child. We greatly respect and
admire your important role in your child’s life and want you to know that we
will give him or her everything you hoped for. We promise to give your child a
life full of love, faith and family.

